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MS. �~�~�L�L�"�-�-�'�-�A�J�:� Thank 
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Okay, thank you. 

<'-'L"'VU. Tom Cannon not here? Rita Barreras? 

MS. BARRERAS: Aloha and Good evening. My name is Rita Barreras. the Director of 
Long Care Partnership. I also assumed another role this last year, which is Chair of the 
Maui Health Initiative Task Force. So I was able to get our long-term-care home and 
community-based services issues on that agenda, which has been great. But I want to thank 
you. The County of Maui has been funding the partnership in two ways. One is a smaller grant 
for $20,000. It's for the Volunteer Caregiver Pilot Project and the other one is called Maui 
Community Care Core, and they both appear under the Office of Economic Development line 
in the Mayor's Budget. So thanks for the support that you've been giving us. The partnership 
did submit a request to the Mayor to request two things. That, one, that we collapse or 
consolidate the two lines under Maui Community Care Core. We have had almost three years 
experience now, running the Volunteer Caregiver Pilot Project Initiative, and that is focused on 
nonfamily caregivers. You hear about family caregivers a lot, but there are people without 
caregivers. So we experimented and did an outreach training and recruitment effort to try and 
find volunteer caregivers, and we managed on average to recruit, train, and educate about 
80 nonfamily volunteers per year. So we feel like we've proven it and now it's time to just 
integrate it as part of our overall Maui Care Core Initiative. The other thing is that we asked for 
a request of $300,000 and Mayor did include a $275,000 request, so we would really 
greatly appreciate it did 

ur",nU>rl to 

came 
integrate here 

and I walked away feeling like "we're ahead of the curve", you know. So that was a good way 
to come back and say "thank you so much for letting us experiment". You're letting us, you 
know, try some innovative things. We found that these classes that we're offering--
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MS. BARRERAS: --you we were sort curve So I appreciate your 
be glad to answer any questions. There is one specific project Hana, I I 

just? I know going over my time, but this is really important. We had Aging 
Retrofit Project was our partnership collaboration 
Mamo (the senior center) and nonprofit director, Rick Rutiz. Pang led a 
research team to look at ... of the work that the students did to install ramps, put in grab bars, 
and raise toilet seats, what difference did it make to preventing falls of elders. Well Dr. Pang's 
research team found that it did prevent falls. It's a cost-effective model; and this month 
March, it was published in the Hawaii Medical Journal. It's just wonderful. Anyway, if you 
have any questions. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for the testifier? Seeing none, thank 
you, again, Rita. Shalei DeFrancia? Vaaia Kauhaahaa? Tina [sic] ... Tema Watson? 

MR. WATSON: Hello. Good evening. My name is Tema and I'm here on behalf of the Community 
Work Day Program. I would like to say thank you for your support and encouragement that 
was given to the Community Work Day Program for many, many years. Every part of the 
County benefits from this volunteer-based action program, complimenting services of the 
County. The quick response and highway beautification teams remove dangerous and 
unsightly appliances, tires, batteries, and debris dumped along our roadways, beaches, and 
parks. Adopt groups, individuals, and organizations are recruited and oriented to their sites 

given tools to get job I to 

continue 

PONTANILLA: Thank you. questions evening? 
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COUNCILMEMBER H""'-'"'-"'-"Ln.'-/ One question. 

PONTANILLA: Member Medeiros? 

COUNCILMEMBER Mahalo, Mr. I wanted to ask you. Since you 
do, you know, remove ... like appliances sometimes cars along Highway, is there 
any sharing of funds by Solid Waste to folks? 

MR. WATSON: Yes. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: They do? 

MR. WATSON: We do have sharing. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Besides equipment, do they help you with some kind of funding? 

MR. WATSON: We do have $5,000. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Okay. All right. Thank you for the work you do and thank you 
for your testimony. 

MR. WATSON: Thank you. 

PONTANILLA: Thank Members, any more questions? Seeing none, you, agam, 

son 
an awesome as a single mom on 

one income, working as a are no day-off benefits; are no sick benefits; 
there are no holiday benefits. So when miss $110 a day because your employer is closed, 
that is ... it's really to make that up and it also sets you behind. And what I, what I 
have done ... (sigh) ... as it's been a great humbling experience--a learning experience--you 
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ever heard of payday loans? Go online, trying to make your ends meet, and click--we'll give 
$300. Okay. Not realizing on $300 is $75 300 percent 'H~.H~Y 

finance on $300). a I get paid weekly. When you payday loans 
that's all your paychecks every week. ... (cried) . .. Because MEO, 
service, they were able to give me a hand instead letting me fall behind and get to a place 
where I could not get back out. Shelter, there's no room at the shelter. Where would I be I 
wasn't able to have the assistance that I have? I'd probably car for a van . 
. . . (cried) . . . beach sounds a pretty good idea. And ... it's because of you guys and 
what you guys do. . .. (cried) . .. It's the reason why able to stand here tonight. My two 
children are my support and that's an that I have, and it's because of you that we're able to have 
a roof. And your ... (cried) ... that is so important because as a temp-hire, I've worked a year . 
. . . (cried) ... I have not missed one day of work because that's so vital, every day of work. I 
even had surgery scheduled; went to work half-day; went to have surgery; and was back at 
work the next day. And so thank you guys for giving MEO that opportunity to help people like 
me, single moms that are just trying to do the best that they can to raise two children on her 
own ... (cried) ... and thank you for this time. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. 

MS. ASTRONOMO: Thank you. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Members, any questions for the testifier? 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: 

more none, 

MS. ASTRONOMO: 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Jeff Reiss? 
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Council members. My name is Jeff Reiss, CEO of a small high-tech 
on to on Maui -'-''''lHHYlH.''' 

Development Board. you for your support of Maui Economic Development Board. 
diversify economy of Maui, we founded Peletex. Actually, it's been nine years and we've 
filed patents. We have U.S. Patents have been awarded. because of support 
Maui Development Board, bringing together opportunities, we've been able to 
secure some funds that came Hawaii Technology Development Venture. 
Additionally, I'm aware of the fact that the Department of Energy has named the State 
Hawaii as the state where they want to demonstrate energy independence. is right in 
with what our company does and it's ... the support from Maui Economic Development Board 
to diversify the economy that has really helped us. So thank you for your support, from Maui 
Economic Development Board. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you. 

MR. REISS: Do you have any questions? 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Members, any questions for the testifier? Thank you, again, for being here. 

MR. REISS: Thank you. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Members, 
evening is Vincent Mina. 

our mISSIon IS 

last member ... or the last person to sign up for testimony this 

please, 

5 

education and and we've been holding educational events since 200l. 
Board member of Maui County Farm Bureau; the Secretary. I became a Board UH,'H'U"'" 

because of being a little disappointed with how the agriculture ... how agriCUlture was being 
supported here on the island, through the Bureau, so I got Farm Bureau to see if I 
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could make a difference Bureau. One of the things that concerns me right now, 
Vlsitor getting so to tune 

UU.'HU'H and we're getting Bureau's getting) about $400,000 or plus. would like to 
see flipped around possible. I also would like to see Farm Bureau be accountable 
to, as they say, "supporting all forms of agriculture". That they, organic agriculture be 
given a playing field. We've been, basically, been thrown bones over years, I 

understand not to make any form Agriculture wrong. just to say 
like the idea, like . . . and when you eat this food tonight, these are donations from organic 
farmers within our organization and ... ours being one of 'em. That you ... we can be eating 
our food in confidence, knowing that there's no pesticides or being grOWfl with chemicals, that 
we truly adhere to the concept of "Aloha Aina". That there ... the soil is a living organism if 
given the proper care, and so I feel really heartened that we hold these events every year. It's 
an amazing event! My wife Irene, "please come up here". She does the food. 

MS. MINA: Yeah. Thank you, Members. Since 2001, I prepare all the food for the conference and I 
cannot tell you how much people just love the produce that comes out of the island. I mean 
they just can't get enough and I also work for the Maui County Farm Bureau. I do all their 
special events. Last year, I did the Maui Onion Festival and we ran out of onions. And tourists 
was like "where's the onions?" and so, you know, we love agriculture. We want to promote 
agriculture on Maui. Maui is the most beautiful place to grow things year-around, and I work 
with people. I work with ... you know, people think pineapple grows in trees, you know, the 
tourists. And so we educate them; we ... we knowledge them; we get to, you know, we have 
them taste stuff; so I truly thank all of you for just supporting the Maui Aloha Aina Association 
and, you know, you folks ever October, come out see what we do. I, 

I' 

for 
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MINA: 

... END 

PONTANILLA: you, agam. 

ACTION: DEFER. (MA, GB, BM, MV, 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Is there anybody out there that wants to provide public testimony at this 
time? Seeing none, the meeting at Maui Waena School is now adjourned. Thank you . 
. . . (gavel) ... 

ADJOURN: 9:25 p.m. 

APPROVED BY: 
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